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Prayer for Peace for Ukraine 
 

Appalled we stand before the events in Ukraine,  

watching the images of this war  

that is inflicting unending human suffering.  

Let us pray together and ask God for help and strength  

for the people there  

and pray for a path towards peace.  

 

As the PRORURE community, we invite you to take part in 

a prayer series  

of nine days, a Novene,  

urgently interceding for Ukraine,  

for peace for the country, 

for Europe, for the world. 

 

The prayer model is suitable both for individuals and groups 

and also contains prayer from the Oriental Church.  

It can be supplemented with other songs and prayers. 
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1st dayPrayer for peace for Ukraine 
 

Opening 

In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 

Introduction 

It has been appalling to witness the invasion of Ukraine with the aim of 

subjugation, and the mortal danger for the people. We are seeing its villages and 

cities being destroyed and many fleeing for fear of their lives; we sense the 

threat to their freedom, their sovereignty, their home country. 

In this hour of need, we turn to God and pray for God’s help and strength for the 

people, for Ukraine and for the countries of Europe.  
 

Come Holy Spirit, move the hearts of the powerful and let peace prevail. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Prayer 

O God, 

as the days go by we are realising how fragile our security measures are, 

and how threatened our systems of order. 

We are forced to look on as a ruler endangers the freedom and the lives of many 

people.  

We see how a war was started in the middle of Europe. 

What could we do to help or improve matters?  

Look upon the hardship. Look upon the fear.  

We seek refuge and shelter with you,  

and bring you our concerns. 

We pray for those who fear for their lives and for those 

who persevere in advocating for peaceful solutions. 

Hear, O God, what we say to you in silence!        

(from the Evangelical Church in Germany)  

 

(Silence) 

 

Schweige und höre  -  Be still and listen                                T+M: from England 

            Schwei-ge und hö - re,  nei-ge dei-nes Her-zens Ohr,  su - che den  Frie - den    

             Be still  and  lis - ten and incline your heart´s  ear,  pur–sue and live peace  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thoughts from a hymn text by Jürgen Henkys (1980) 
 

Give peace, Lord, give peace.  

The world is going downhill.    

Justice is decided by the powerful,  

liars get the upper hand. 

Wrong-doing is lurking,  

the law of the strongest prevails. 

How long? we cry, O Lord. Help our lack of peace. 
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Prayer for Peace                                   (adapted, Benedictine Monastery, Dinklage) 

Merciful and almighty God, it lies in your power to transform the hearts of 

human beings and to allow respect, openness and trust to grow instead of 

hunger for power, hate and fear.  

Look mercifully on our world and let your kingdom come where violence and war 

prevail. We pray especially for the people in Ukraine. 

Send out your Spirit where negotiations try to find a way out of the conflict. 

For this we pray in the name of your Son Jesus Christ, our Brother and Lord, who, 

with you and the Holy Spirit creates life, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

     En:   Send          out           Your        spirit             and the  

 

 

 

              face           of the        Earth           becomes new 

 

 

 

 

Intercessions                     
 

Let us pray to God, the Father of all 

humankind.   

 
 

1. For the people in Ukraine, who are living in great fear and peril due to this war 

in their country: 

That they may have the strength and hope to withstand this oppression, and find 

protection in the dangers of this war.       
                    

Response to each prayer: Kyrie from the Oriental Church   

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

2. For the Christian churches in Ukraine:  

That they may have the spirit of hope and the courage to stand by the people 

from the power of the gospel. 
 

3. For all who bear political responsibility:  

 That they may have the wisdom and strength to lead their country through his 

peril and enable ways to peace.  
 

4. For the those who triggered this conflict:  

That they may have the insight to respect the rights of the neighbouring country, 

so that a peaceful solution becomes possible. 
 

5. For us all: that we may show solidarity with people in distress – even when it 

brings us disadvantages – and stand up for justice.  
 

You, O God, sustain the universe. We set our whole trust in you and the power 

of your Spirit.  

Receive our thanks and praise, through Christ, our Lord, now and forever.   

Amen 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   

We sum up all our prayers in the Lord’s Prayer: Our Father…… 

With a ave marie for peace we ask Mary, the Queen of Peace, to intercede for 

us: 

Hail Mary……….Jesus, who promised us his peace. 
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Song  

 
 

Prepare for blessing 

Gracious Lord, we pray for your blessing – 

for the people in Ukraine, in the countries of eastern Europe  

and everywhere in the world. 

Accompany them in all dangers, keep hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

The blessing of the Triune God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

                                                

 

 2nd day   
 

Prayer for the people in Ukraine                                                         
 

Opening 

In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  
 

Introduction 

Day by day we are witnessing scenes of destruction, even of hospitals and 

kindergartens, of blocks of flats and infrastructure.  Desperate people seek 

protection in metro stations, basements and bunkers. Children are completely 

bewildered and families are torn apart. They have to live in fear of death and are 

still incredibly courageous, hold together, stand up for their country, for 

freedom. 

Let us fervently pray for them to God the Father of all humankind. 

Let us be in solidarity with the people in Ukraine.  
 

 
                   Stay      with        me,            re       main here       with       me, 

 
             Watch – ing  and      pray –  ing,       Watch – ing   and     pray –  ing,        
 

Response  

Grant us peace graciously, Lord God, in our time. 

There is indeed no other who could fight for us  

Than you, our God, alone. 

Antiphon:  Stay with me, remain here with me, Watching and praying................ 
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Prayer  

Loving God, 

we stand perplexed before the violence in our world; 

particularly at the moment – in view of the war in Ukraine. 

Give us the strength to be close to those affected and living in fear. 

Stand by all those who, in this part of the world, especially hope for justice and 

peace. 

Send us the Holy Spirit, the spirit of peace, 

so that the politicians take their decisions in great responsibility. 

Frère Alois, Taize 
 

Hear, O God, what we say to you in silence.                 
 

(Silence) 

 

 

Thoughts from a hymn text of Jürgen Henkys (1980): 
 

Give peace, O Lord, we pray. The Earth is waiting. 

There is so much suffering, the fear is growing. 

The horizon is sullen, faith is forming a cocoon. 

Help when we want to turn away, and leave us not alone. 
 

 

 

Hymn: Meine Hoffnung und meine Freude                                               Taizé 
         

 
                  In the        Lord      I´II    be    ev – er     thank-ful,  in the   Lord  I  will re - 

 
           Joice!           Look to      God,            do    not be    a -  fraid,         lift   up   your 

 
            Voi -  ces, the Lord   is    near;    lift  up  your voi – ces, the Lord  is   near. 

  

Psalm 13: Lament and trust in great need 
 

Response: In you our fathers trusted and you saved them 
 

1  How long, O LORD? Will you forget me forever?  

How long will you hide your face from me?  

2 How long must I bear pain in my soul, and have sorrow in my heart all day 

long? How long shall my enemy be exalted over me? 

3 Consider and answer me, O LORD my God! Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep 

the sleep of death, 

4 and my enemy will say, „I have prevailed“; my foes will rejoice because I am 

shaken. 

5 But I trusted in your steadfast love; my heart shall rejoice in your salvation. I 

will sing to the Lord, because he has dealt bountifully with me. 

 

Response: In you our fathers trusted and you saved them  
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Intercession 

Let us pray to God, the Father of all humankind. 
 

1. For the people in Ukraine who have to live with this war and are suffering 

inconceivable attacks:  

That they may not lose hope and again and again find protection and help. 

Response: God of peace – Hear us, we pray                          or: 

2. 

For sick and elderly people who are particularly exposed in these war operations: 

That helpers may stand by them, support and care for them. 

Response: God of peace – hear us, we pray. 
 

3. For the people who suffer terribly under these events, are traumatised, who 

have lost parents and relatives: 

That others can protect and be there for them. 

Response: God of peace – hear us, we pray. 
 

4. For those responsible in the cities and congregations who have to take difficult 

decisions in the inferno of the attacks: 

That they may have strength and serenity to time and again find solutions for 

people amid the destruction. 

Response: God of peace – hear us, we pray. 
 

5. For doctors, orderlies, nurses, pastoral carers and all volunteers who care for 

those injured, sick and needy under inconceivable conditions: 

 Give them strength and courage for their difficult service and protect them in 

danger. 

Response: God of peace – hear us, we pray. 

 

 

 

 

Our Father 

We sum up our prayers in the prayer that Jesus taught us: 

Our Father…… 
 

With a ave marie for peace we ask Mary, the Queen of Peace, to intercede for 

us: 

Hail Mary………………..Jesus, who is our peace. 
 

 
 

I will lift up my eyes to the hills - 

From where will my help come? 

Psalm 121 

 

Lord, go with us………. 
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Prayer for blessing 

Gracious God, we pray for your blessing 

for the people in Ukraine, 

in the countries of eastern Europe  

and everywhere in the world. 
 

The blessing of the Triune God,  

the Father,  

the Son and  

the Holy Spirit be with us all.  

Amen. 
 

Song (Aaron’s Blessing - The Lord bless you and keep you) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 3rd day   Prayer for the governments:  
 

Opening  

In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  
 

To begin, a text by Reinhold Schneider (1903-1958),  

from another situation but a similar threat 
 

Only those who pray can still succeed in keeping the 

sword from our heads 

and wrest the world from the powers of judgment 

through a sanctified life. 
 

Offenders will never force heaven to happen: 

What they unite will split up, 

what they renew will grow old overnight, 

and what they establish will bring distress and 

disaster. 
 

Now is the time when salvation conceals itself 

And human pride celebrates in the marketplace, 

while those praying in the cathedral shroud 

themselves 
 

until God works blessing from our sacrifices 

and, in the unfathomable depths, the wells fill with life. 

 

Introduction: A terrible war is raging in Ukraine. The atrocities committed 

against the country and its people are mounting up every day. 

We are stunned at the violence being inflicted on the country, and how a 

government is attacking a neighbouring country out of greed for power.  

With great respect we note the action of the Ukrainian government, how a 

young president and his team are acting in this challenge, encouraging people 

keeping them together in the face of superior power. 

 

11 

12 



PRORURE Prayer for peace for Ukraine – Marz 2022 
 

 

We see how the president has constantly sought dialogue, despite the threat 

and destruction, and is willing to conduct peace talks, even under strange 

conditions. This applies to all to all those with political responsibility for the 

country.  

So in our prayers we pray for the members of government in Ukraine, but also in 

Russia. 

We pray for God’s spirit, that it may move hears and minds to find a way to 

peace. 
 

Prayer for peace    

Merciful God of peace,  

speechless and powerless we come to you. 

We are watching the brutal business of war, 

rising aggression and threats. 

All efforts appear to fail, 

fear of annihilation and suffering is spreading. 

 

 

 

 

            

Send    out           Your               spirit                 and the  

                           face      of the         Earth           becomes new 
 

In this situation we pray to you 
for a new spirit of peace and reconciliation, 
for insight and repentance of hearts. 
with your help it will not be too late 
to enable decisions  to stop the destruction and distress. 
 
Response: Send out your spirit 
 
 

 

In the name of all those who are directly 

affected, threatened and involved, 

we long for the miracle of peace – 

for Ukraine, Russia and the whole of Europe.   

God of life, consolation and love,  

we trust in your goodness and providence. 

Amen. 

Response: Send out your spirit 
 
Meditation: Prayer of a Russian Jew 
 

Peace to all people of ill will, so that that all revenge and every call for 

punishment and reprisals may have an end. The wrongdoing exceeds all 

measure, it id beyond human understanding. There are too many martyrs.  

Therefore, Lord, do not weigh our suffering on the scales of your justice and do 

not blame the hangmen for this suffering, so that they will not be forced to pay 

the price, and take revenge in another way. No, credit to the hangmen, the 

denouncers and all traitors - indeed, all bad people - the bravery, the whole 

spiritual strength of the others – their humility, their higher dignity, their 

unbroken, secret suffering, their indomitable hope, their smiles drying tears, 

their plagued and tormented hearts that have remained strong and full of trust 

in the face of death, and even in death itself, yes – even in the hours of final 

weakness….. 

O Lord, let all this count as the price of sins, as a ransom to let the truth prevail, 

and so you will book the good, not the evil. And so may our adversaries 

remember us not as victims, not in terror, or fear and trembling before what has 

faded over time, but as helpers attempting to halt the rush of their evil passions; 

that is all we expect of them. 

When all this has its end, may it be given us to live as humans among humans, 

and may peace return to our poor Earth – for all people of good will and also for 

the others. 
 

- Silence    - 
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Lied: Bewahre uns Gott, behüte uns Gott – 

                 The peace of our God 

 
                   1.   Be  -  wah–re-uns, Gott,  be  - hü - te  uns, Gott,  sei  mit    uns   in   al - lem  

              The peace of our God, the peace of our God, the peace of the One who is risen, 

                    Lei - -den.      Voll        Wär -me  und  Licht   im          An  -   ge – sicht 

The peace of our God to you and to me,  

                      sei                 na   –   he         in       schwe    –    ren               Zei      -     ten. 

                 be everybody reaching. 

 

2. The peace of our God, the peace of our God, the peace of the One who is risen, 

it is present now, it is present here, be ready now to receive it. 

 

3. The peace of our God, the peace of our God, the peace of the One who is risen, 

Since peace cannot live and exist by itself, be ready to give and to share it.. 

 

 

 
 

               

 

 

 
 

Prayer for those in government 

God our Father 

We are very afraid of this war that is causing so much suffering and death – 

a war of hunger for power, a war against freedom and human dignity. 

With our prayer we bring them before you: all those with responsibility in 

Ukraine, in Russia, in Belarus, in the USA and in Europe. 

Help the government in Ukraine, so that despite the heavy attacks they can 

remain calm and ready to take part in peace talks. Strengthen them in their 

commitment to the people in their country.  

Help Lord, we know of no other who can help. 
 

You patron saints of Europe, Saint Benedict, holy Slavic Apostles Cyril and 

Method, Saint Edith Stein, we fervently pray for your intercession.  

Pray to God for Ukraine, for peace and freedom in eastern Europe. 
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Intercessions:    We pray to God the Father of all people. 
 

1. For those with responsibility in Ukraine:  Be with them in this threatening 

time, strengthen them in their difficult service for their country and may they act 

with moderation and farsightedness. May they find ways out of escalation and 

may diplomatic efforts lead to an end of the war. 

Response: God of peace – hear our prayer   
 

2. We pray for the powerful in Russia and Belarus, who cling to power with 

arbitrariness and violence, and oppress their peoples; bring them to realise their 

wrongdoing so that that paths to peace and freedom can open up through 

negotiations. 

Response: God of peace – hear our prayer    
 

3. We pray for those who are not in the 

position to break through the spiral of 

violence; those caught up in wrongdoing and 

power calculation; whose humanity and 

responsibility has got lost. Enlighten their 

minds and hearts. 

Response: God of peace – hear our prayer   
 

4. We pray for the peoples involved in wars, so that they may succeed in placing 

politicians in leadership who can prevent conflicts through a genuine desire for 

peace and achieve peaceful solutions. 

Rosponse: God of peace – hear our prayer   
 

5. We pray for the people in Ukraine, who have to suffer under this war: who 

fear for their lives as the bombs rain down, suffer injuries, lose everything and 

have to flee. We think of the many who have lost their lives and their relatives 

who mourn for them. God, stand by them. 

Response: God of peace – hear our prayer    

 
 

 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer   

We sum up all our prayers in the prayer that Jesus taught us 

Our Father…… 
 

With a ave marie for peace we ask Mary, the Queen of Peace, to intercede for 

us: 

Hail Mary………………..Jesus, who is our peace. 
 

Song: Herr, gib uns deinen Frieden/Lord, give us peace and justice 

 
 

 

 
 

 Lord, give us peace and justice, Give us peace and justice.  

 Lord God, give us peace and justice, Give us peace and justice 

 

Prayer for blessing 

Gracious God, we pray for your blessing, 

for the people in Ukraine, 

in the countries of eastern Europe  

and everywhere in the world. 

 

The blessing of the Triune God,  

the Father 

the Son and  

the Holy Spirit be with us all.  

Amen. 
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4th day: Defence of the home country 
 

 

5th day: Churches in Ukraine and Russia 

 

6th day: People on the move 

 

7th day: Helpers, welcoming countries 

 

8th day: Civil society in Russia  -  standing up against wrongdoing 

 
9th day: International community   -   peace within us and worldwide  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


